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Determination of LFC blocks in the Nordic synchronous area 
 
Finnish Energy (ET) has followed the current discussion among the Nordic TSOs concerning the 
Nordic balancing concept and is concerned about the future cooperation. We expect that strong 
Nordic cooperation, that has served as model for Europe, continues. We call the Nordic TSOs to 
develop solutions in cooperation, together with stakeholders, for a beneficial development of 
the Nordic electricity market. We emphasize the importance of stakeholder participation in all 
stages, to ensure an open process in developing a regulation fit for purpose. 
 
The Nordic TSOs have launched two consultations with respect to Load-frequency control 
structures in the Nordic synchronous area. ET underlines that the development and integration 
of the Nordic markets needs to continue: 
 

 The solutions and structures must support market integration and for a common Nordic 
market, and for an efficient use of resources 

 The development needs to continue and include stakeholders from an early phase 
 
We consider that having the synchronous area as one LFC block fosters cooperation and 
balancing markets’ efficient functioning, and hence support that the Nordic synchronous area is 
maintained as one LFC block. In addition, ET finds that developing the Nordic balancing 
concept is important and that stakeholders need to be included into the process from the 
beginning. Hence, we expect the Nordic TSOs to invite all relevant stakeholders in a process 
for developing a Nordic balancing concept for the future early 2018.  
 
Answers to Fingrid’s consultation questions 

1. How do you see the LFC block structure for the Nordic synchronous area? Do you consider that 
the Nordic synchronous area should be one LFC block as today or do you see any reasons why the 
Nordic synchronous area should be divided into two or more LFC blocks? 

ET considers that Nordic synchronous area should be one LFC block as today. 
 
2. Do you see any risks if there exist several LFC areas in the Nordic synchronous area in which the 
power flows are optimised on bidding zone borders? If yes, can you think of any measures to be 
implemented to alleviate these risks? 

We consider that the “MACE-model”-proposal by Statnett and Svenska Kraftnät includes many 
positive elements, but also leaves many crucial issues unclear. We don’t have a position 
whether there should be one or more LFC areas in the Nordic synchronous area in the future, 
but emphasise that the model needs to be common for the whole Nordic synchronous area. We 
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regret, that stakeholders haven’t been included in the process for outlining the model and call 
for enforced stakeholder discussions for developing the Nordic balancing concept. 
 
In addition, we don’t agree with the proposed “Governance” of the Statnett-SvK proposal, but 
emphasise that all participating TSOs need to have equal decision making powers. The 
stakeholders must be included from the beginning in the preparatory process. 
 
3. Which option do you prefer in Table 2 on page 11 in the supporting document? Please, justify and 
explain reasoning for your answer. 

We consider that, the current option maintaining Nordic synchronous area as one LFC block 
and as one LFC area is the most practical way for the time being. We call the Nordic TSOs to 
start stakeholder dialogue and include stakeholders in a process for discussing future’s model 
for Nordic balancing concept. We understand that the proposal for LFC area structure needs to 
be developed by September 2018. 
 
4. Do you consider necessary to carry out a study on the development Nordic LFC structure as 
suggested in Article 7 of the legal document? What should be the topics addressed in such study? 

Yes. In addition, we emphasize the importance of including stakeholders early in the process. 
 
5. Which kind of involvement from stakeholders would you foresee in future development of load-
frequency control processes and structures? 

We find that stakeholders need to be involved in the process at all stages, hence giving the 
stakeholders a true possibility to engage themselves and to influence the choices to be made, 
and in addition also to have a close view into the studies to be made for supporting the 
process. 
 
6. Any other views on the proposal or supporting document? 

ET emphasizes that while the main focus is in ensuring a robust and efficient model for Nordic 
balancing arrangements, there is a need for integrating the Nordic balancing market with other 
European balancing markets. Especially we recommend for enabling a deeper integration with 
the Baltic countries. 
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